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Thomas Dane Gallery in Naples is pleased to present Atlante, an exhibition curated by James 
Lingwood. 
 
In 1968, Claudio Parmiggiani made a group of works with maps and globes. He painted the shapes 
of continents onto the sides of cows, squeezed an inflatable globe into a glass jar, and photographed 
another, deflated, for a portfolio titled Atlante (1970). 
 
The photographs for Parmiggiani’s work were taken by another young Italian artist, Luigi Ghirri. 
Three years later, Ghirri took photographs from pages of his own atlas for an important work of 
his own, which he also called Atlante (1973). The photographs of oceans, islands, deserts and 
mountains are so close-up that the images become unmoored from conventional cartography and 
drift away from representation towards reverie. 
 
Akram Zaatari also takes the diagrammatic map as a starting point, in his case the Mediterranean, 
for his series of paintings YM (2024–25). He foregrounds the fluid space of the sea, rather than the 
fixed entity of the land, as the site for the movement and exchange of people, goods, and ideas. 
The wooden tondos in Zaatari’s Mediterranean Ruins series (2024 – ongoing), similarly evoke 
maps of cities and territories around the Mediterranean. 
 
In his series Maps/Species (2014 – ongoing), Anri Sala brings together engravings of fish and 
other sea creatures from 18th and 19th century natural history books with his own ink and pastel 
drawings of nation states. In the drawings, Sala distorts the familiar contours of countries, their 
borders defined both by coastal geography and imperial power. Their ‘unnatural’ shapes mimic 
the descriptions of sea creatures, contorted to fit into the rectangle of the print. 
 
The movement from conventional cartography to a more singular kind of mapping finds a 
compelling form in Igshaan Adams’s large-scale woven works. Adams uses Google Maps satellite 
views to chart the ‘desire lines’ of the inhabitants of townships in Cape Town as they move 
through contested public space. In a large new tapestry Keeping Light (2025), the fixed 
coordinates of a map are transformed into fluid evocations of memory, and a cluster of floating 
‘clouds’ woven with gold wire accentuates the sensation of movement and drift. 
 
In her Choral Fields series, Emma McNally charts movement of various kinds—tectonic, oceanic, 
sonic, atomic—in large-scale graphite drawings. She overlays a range of marks, lines, some 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

diagrammatic, others more fugitive, to build a swirling cartography that exceeds conventional 
forms of mapping to chart the turbulent geo-political weather of the present. 
 
The co-ordinates of Tatiana Trouvé’s drawings similarly map not so much a place as a journey 
back and forth between interior and exterior worlds. In three new drawings from her series Les 
Dessouvenus (2025–26)—the word refers to a Breton term for the ‘unremembered’—Trouvé 
draws on shifting abstract shapes formed by the action of bleach poured on to coloured paper to 
build imaginary worlds that are as vivid, and as elusive, as dreams. 
 
In the series Light Sleeper (2019–2025), Teju Cole draws out the information latent in the erased 
blackboards of the classrooms in which he teaches at Harvard. The resulting large-scale 
photographs, in which scratches, stains and fugitive chalkmarks hint at the grids and starfields of 
celestial maps, raise questions about who speaks and who is silenced in an increasingly turbulent 
world; a turbulence charted by each contemporary artist in Atlante, just as it was by Claudio 
Parmiggiani and Luigi Ghirri in their works from the early 1970s after which this exhibition is 
named. 
 
 
Participating artists: 
 
Igshaan Adams (b. 1982, Cape Town, South Africa) 
Teju Cole (b. 1975, Kalamazoo MI) 
Luigi Ghirri (b. 1943, Scandiano, Italy, d. 1992, Roncocesi, Italy) 
Emma McNally (b. 1969, Essex, England) 
Claudio Parmiggiani (b. 1943, Luzzara, Italy) 
Anri Sala (b. 1974, Tirana, Albania) 
Tatiana Trouvé (b. 1968, Cosenza, Italy) 
Akram Zaatari (b. 1966, Saida, Lebanon) 
 
 
James Lingwood is a curator, producer and writer based in London.  
  
Lingwood was Curator of Exhibitions at the ICA, London from 1986–90, and Co-Director of 
Artangel together with Michael Morris from 1991–2022, together producing around 150 new 
projects by artists including Francis Alys, Matthew Barney, Yto Barrada, Jeremy Deller, Robert 
Gober, Roni Horn, Cristina Iglesias, Ilya Kabakov, Sejla Kameric & Anri Sala, Mike Kelley, 
Michael Landy, Steve McQueen, Gabriel Orozco, Elizabeth Price and Rachel Whiteread  
 
In recent years Lingwood has curated exhibitions including Richard Hamilton: Serial Obsessions 
at the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in Seoul, South Korea (2017–18); Luigi 
Ghirri: The Map and The Territory; Photographs from the 1970s at Folkwang Museum, Essen, 
Germany; Museo Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain; Jeu de Paume, Paris, France (2018–19); Luigi 
Ghirri: Viaggi at MASI, Lugano, Italy (2024); Tatiana Trouvé: The Strange Life of Things (with 
Caroline Bourgeois) at Palazzo Grassi, Venice, Italy (2025); Vija Celmins (with Theodora Vischer) 
at Fondation Beyeler, Basel, Switzerland (2025) and Cristina Iglesias: Passages at Fundacion La 
Pedrera, Barcelona, Spain (2025). 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

For sales enquires please contact Federica Sheehan: federica@thomasdanegallery.com 
 
For exhibition enquiries please contact Maria Giulia Rocco: mariagiulia@thomasdanegallery.com 
 
For press enquiries please contact: 
Thomas Dane Gallery, Patrick Shier: patrick@thomasdanegallery.com 
Sutton Communications, Khuroum Bukhari: khuroum@suttoncomms.com 
Ginevra Berghinz: ginevra@suttoncomms.com 
  
Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Friday 11am–1.30pm and 2.30pm–7pm, Saturday 12pm–6pm, or by 
appointment 
Admission: Free 
Nearest station: Piazza Amedeo 
+39 081 1892 0545 
 
Instagram: @thomasdanegallery 
X: @ThomasDaneLDN 
Facebook: Thomas Dane Gallery 
 


